Tiger Tracks

May 2022

Upcoming Events
Kindergarten– Mrs. Jones
The Kindergarten Celebration is May 23rd at 8:15 am in the Auditorium. Refreshments to follow.

State Music Contest– Mrs. Elwonger
Our own Lizzie Summers competed in the State Music Contest in Billings on May 6th. She received an
Excellent (II) rating on her piano piece, Nuvole Bianche by Ludovico Einaudi.

The Gingerbread Man– Mrs. Jones
A big thank you to everyone who came out to watch the Kindergarten through 4th grade performance of
The Gingerbread Man on May 5th. The students did a wonderful job and had a great time singing and
acting for you. We couldn’t have done it without all their hard work, as well as the extra time taken by
teachers: Mrs. M Bronec, Mrs. H Bronec, and Mrs. Elwonger.

A Slice for Ukraine– Mrs. Elwonger
The Senior Fundraiser to benefit the Red Cross of Ukraine was a roaring success! We are sending out
$627 to aid in humanitarian efforts for Ukrainian citizens affected by the war.

State Student Council Meeting– Lizzie Summers
On April 10-12 we attended the State Student Council Conference at Glendive. We sat in a huge auditorium where
the Student Council State Board introduced our first speaker Joe Peterson. He is the Dawson Community College
Basketball Coach. He talked about how to be successful with our goals. On a side note he wanted to be an NBA
head coach, but his life took him to Africa as a math teacher for 11 years. He then came back to America knowing
that he would never be an NBA head coach, but instead he is the head coach for Dawson Community College. His
point was that you should set goals knowing that your life will not always follow them. Something that really stood
out to us was when he said, “you should always be willing to sacrifice for someone not knowing how much it could
impact their life.” We’re not going to name all of the speakers, but we will summarize some of the things that stood
out to us.
Most of the speakers talked about self worth.
• You are good enough. You deserve good things. You are smart enough and worthy of love and respect.
You are amazing just the way you are.
Lorries Faye
• Don’t let others define you.
• Your value is not determined by what other people think of you.
- People’s opinion of you doesn’t matter. What matters is what you think of you.
• Attitude is Altitude
Choose to love yourself
Remember that what people think about you doesn’t mean anything
Understand that you are unique
• Every single person in the entire world has something special to contribute to the world.
Another thing that stood out to us was
“The most important thing in life is loving who you are.’
Y- you are important
O- only you are you
U- understand who you are
The only consistent person in your life is you.
On Monday we went to Makoshika State Park. Makoshika was where a fully intact triceratops was found. We spent
the majority of the day there exploring the park. We went on a few hikes. Including one that took us on a tour to find
dinosaur bones. We went past some already dug up bones and some bone casts. Then we went to the rec area
where we tried on drunk goggles. We had fun trying to throw balls through hoops, running, and trying to drive.
We then went to the banquet dinner where we had another speaker, Rocky Erickson. He talked about how people
told him at the beginning of his career that he wouldn't make it and that he wasn’t good enough to be a radio sports
announcer. He applied for a college to further his broadcasting education, but they told him that he wouldn’t fit in as
an announcer. Years later, he would prove everyone wrong and follow his dreams.

Charlie Russel Chew-Choo– Mrs. Brooking
Mrs. Brookings' 5th and 6th grade class took a ride on the Charlie Russell Chew Choo and enjoyed all the
sights, especially from the trestles. They also liked the guitar player that entertained us with his music and
all that they learned about the history of the train.
Left: The 5th and 6th grade class in front of the train.
Bottom Left: (Left to right) CJ, Jonathyn, Maddie, Gary, and Savannah seated on the train.
Bottom Right: Gracelynn and Lexi seated on the train.

Top and Middle Left: Brynn Leistiko, Sienna Stone, Alysha Coffman, Lizzie Summers, and the two advisors, Mrs. Antonich,
and Mr. Elwonger at Makoshika State
Park.
Top Right: Sienna and Lizzie try to pass a
ball to a team mate while wearing “drunkgoggles”.
Bottom Left: Geraldine and other student
council members with the speaker, Jesse
Funk, who spoke to them about toxic relationships and what to do if you or someone you know is in one.

High School Field Trip– Mrs. Antonich
Left: Declan and Gary take a turn looking through a
microscope at a wolf spider.
Bottom Left: The students learn about how water
erosion affects streams and rivers using a water table.
Bottom Right: Brennan Rutherford meets a Holland
Lop bunny while learning about pet animals. The 4-H
students had brought in rabbits, pigs, sheep, and
cows. They also learned about cheese making.

Left: Brynn Leistiko, Sienna
Stone, and Peyton Little look at
a replica of a fossil bed that is
being excavated.

4th & 5th Ag day in Fort Benton– Mrs. H Bronec & Mrs. Brooking
On Tuesday, April 10th, the 3rd-6th grade students attended the Ag Days in Fort Benton. There were six
different stations they rotated through to learn about different parts of agriculture. One of the stations
was branding and earmarking cattle, and was led by Ms. Dines and Abby Dines. At the other stations
the students learned about making cheese, different layers and types of soil, ranch animals, pests, and
the water table. The students participated in several hands-on activities and had a day full of fun learning about agriculture.

Left: Gary Brooks, Gus Little, Joe Brooks, and Ashlynn Protsman
work at the station to make cattle brands and ear tags.
Bottom Left: Ashlynn Protsman, and Declan Rutherford show off their
ear tags while Mrs. Williams laughs at the camera.
Bottom Middle: Abby Dines helps students at a station.
Bottom Right: Ms. Dines helps Brennan Rutherford, Gus Little, Joe
Brooks, and other students with their projects.

Below: Tanner Hasler and Peyton Little looking at replicas and
fossils of prehistoric animals.

Below Left: Hannah Baker
and Kayden Chovanack
learning about Earth Time
and how it is measured.

Below Right: Alysha Coffman stands next to a replica T-Rex skull and skeleton.

Greetings, parents – I wanted to take a moment to give a written explanation of the calendar changes for the coming school year. First, I
would like to begin with why I am so adamant about the necessity for these changes. Under accreditation rules through the Montana
Office of Public Instruction various grade levels K-12 must meet minimum requirements for instructional minutes per academic year. The
amount of instructional time provided by the 2021-2022 Geraldine School Calendar created various restrictions for students in lower grade
levels, particularly those in combined classrooms. Second, the calendar also provided for only a minimum number of professional development days for our educators. Lastly, the 2021-2022 academic calendar has long stretches of instructional days without needed brain
breaks for students and staff alike. Therefore, the academic calendar has been restructured in order to provide a higher standard of instructional time for GPS learners. By simply extending all instructional days to a 3:05 dismissal (with the exception of the last day of school)
we can provide significantly more instructional time while actually having two fewer instructional days. Additionally, the revised calendar
provides more professional development days for GPS staff, which is important as it helps them be the best educators that they can be,
and allows them to collaboratively not only “talk the talk” but also “walk the walk” in their commitment to being lifelong learners. Though
the new schedule might initially look and feel quite different than our previous one, the changes made are actually quite minor, and GPS
staff strongly believes that they are in the best interest of our students and their education. It is our hope that everyone understands that
the changes to the calendar reflect a commitment to our students and their continued success. We look forward to embarking on this new
academic journey with you all.

